Exceptions to, or modifications of, this general rule may be met with, as, for example, in the case of a small localized liquid contamination of the bare hand, or after exposure to a low concentration of the vapour, when prompt local cleansing of the skin or a change of clothing respectively will suffice.
In view of the rapid penetration of the skin by mustard gas, treatment should not wait, until a doctor is called, and it is part of the training advocated that all members of air raid precautions services, and as far as possible the general public, should be taught to undertake treatment for themselves. Nevertheless it is a matter of importance that it should be thoroughly understood by doctors. [Feb., 1940 Each case will have to be considered on its merits; but, whatever the type or extent of the contamination, speed is the essence of all preventive treatment. Delay of a minute or two in the case of liquid contamination, or of ten to fifteen minutes following exposure to the vapour, before cleansing of the skin is undertaken enhances the danger and may result in definite burns of the affected areas.
When the skin is hot as a result of exercise, and in hot or tropical countries, the results obtained by all preventive methods of decontamination of the skin are inferior to those obtained when the skin is cool and dry, and the need for prompt action is even greater.
After removal of all contaminated garments (which must not be used again until decontaminated) preventive treatment of the skin should be undertaken without delay. The choice of methods is not large, but one or more of them should be readily available at all times. The method adopted must be that which can be most promptly applied.
Preventive Treatment for Contamination from Mustard Gas Vapour
After contamination with the vapour of mustard gas? i.e., after exposure to an atmosphere contaminated with the gas, or when the outer clothing has been sprayed, or has otherwise come in contact with the liquid form of the gas?preventive treatment should consist of a rapid removal of all clothing followed as soon as possible by a thorough washing of the whole body surface with soap and water, preferably under a shower.
Lavage of both eyes with warm water or normal saline should be carried out as soon as possible, and should be repeated every two hours. Similarly, the effects of vapour contamination of the nasopharynx may be minimized by prompt irrigations.
Preventive Treatment for Liquid Mustard Gas Contamination
The following methods are possible:? (a) Bleach treatment.?Thoroughly rub into the affected area, for a minute or so, either bleach ointment or other approved protective ointment, or aqueous bleach paste. This procedure chemically neutralizes the mustard gas.
As a first step in the prevention of burns, when the contamination is small and localized, thorough rubbing with the ointment is the method of choice. For extensive contamination by the liquid, however, a thorough inunction with aqueous bleach paste will be found more easy of application.
When the operation is completed the ointment should be wiped off, or, if the aqueous paste was used, the affected part should be flushed with water?the object being, in each case, to remove surplus bleach from a potentially injured area. Bleach will destroy free mustard gas quickly, but it will also irritate the Broncho-pneumonia.?As the majority of deaths from mustard gas in the last war were due to secondary' infections of the respiratory tract, treatment should be directed from the outset towards combating bacterial invasion of the bronchi.
As a preliminary step against extraneous infection, all cases of mustard gas poisoning in which the respiratory tract is involved must be kept apart from other patients suffering from infective pulmonary disorders; they should, if possible, be segregated in special wards, and the onset of broncho-pneumonia in one of them should entail his isolation. 
